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The BANDWAGON 


MISSOURI'S MR. CIRCUS 


By L. M. “Mitch” White 
In the Mexico, Mo. Evening Ledger, Oct. 4, 1956 


One of the m 
figures in the 
was C 
Mo. Hi 


$4,000 
experier 
handle 


wher 


circus fie 


Jack Towne 
Lancaster ¢ 
2 boot 
Quite 
Hall 
wne, IT 
circus 
af made the 
mett Kelly, tl 


Many ci 


when they 


there 
f old 
f old « 
The 
driving f 
panion 
up, gav 
camels 
thought 
much 
A be 


Great 


walking 
that 


well known showmar 


cene laid on the 
In gs 

Digest 

Despite 


alled ‘C 
ut Fred Buct 


Nilliam F 
ain Circu 
The Gre 
n this sale, Wm 
Main Circus but the 
elep' The 
to the then being 
beck Circus. His 
nly a short time 
upply showmen 


ought 
3 others. He 
Wm. P. H Ci 


her than t 


Mr. Hall 


training, but 


about the eler 


much 


put 


rcu 


j 


ndent 


time. He 


flocks and 
animal 
him at 
isterous conduct 


every 


jnize 
pniz 


unishment wa 


country 
Mr. Hall 
ufficient 
Paint 

men 


were 


ark ste 
itr verha 
juipment, tk 


he “‘spring trade 


ns strangers arriving 


midnight train were 
trolling peacefully 


to the uninitiated 


Juite terrifying, and 


w equipr 
uired many 


anima 
them to inde 
unty fair date 


rente 


Mi uri 
known 
mule 
rcus owner 
t-Dispatck 


CIRCUS WAGON BUILDER 


PASSES 


mem 
ety, died 

nsin, after 

with hi 

yon shop 

the Ringling 

n including the 


which was first used 


a fund of circus lore 

ught after by 

whenever they visited Bara 
urv d by c C Mr 


him muct 


Arthur Wa 


Vern 
Verr 


M 
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YOUR PRESIDENT IS ON 
THE MOVE AGAIN 


On April 24 J 
to meet with a combined meeting 
CHS and the CFA 
wife met me at the air port | just t 
ine of the storms that had been hanging 
that territory € ind we 
went the spc 
Stephen 
Moore, rw ager 
and Mr. and 
Norman Ander 

f the CHS 

most elaborate 

the desert of 

from a special m and sé n from 
Kansas City, after eating iting 
we went to the Better Home w whi 
ering the Carson Barnes in con 


plin 


Paul Van ol 


around 


where | 


was spon 
nection with a 


t midway, Act 


minute 


were 
presented went 
Among the 
Bill Wi 4c 
phant act 
dog Marie 
Mr Jack Mc 
has a most 
with a pyth 
plenty of money 
Norman Anderson wa: 
with hi 


every 


with 
with the 


huge 


Jrawing hi 
hippor 


of the crowd: tamu: 


On xy 25 in company 
Busch berely, M Mr 
Har of Pitcher 

Van F rmar 

made a trip to Miami 
catch the Hagen Br 

Show has battled an 

ened torn c 

busine | 
the performance 

to get back tc 

Jayin Wet 

innuoncement t 1 do wa 
CH 2 
them 


never 


to an 
due Bob Couls ext 
most cordial invitation t t with 
The show present 


and make 


On March any 
Mr Hermar rl and Mr, an 
Brace Helfri d City 
catch the Al and Miller 
This show the same all the rest 
been fighting « 
opened, D 

ut fourteen 
been dry once 
bugs in them but 
due time, the st 
| have them 
Obert as is still in 
chance to say a few Hell 
late, but we had our picture 
Tim McCoy, whi a marksman 
and roper. Our friends Chief and 
Tilly Keys and ‘Sh up a fine 
aftershow Just waved to Dave 1 
Deacon McIntosh as they t 
getting the truck 
look up. As the 
in the ‘Billboard will not 
We enj Il three 
and my next trip 
for the CFA convention then in July we 
will have the Tom Packs C 


ever seen 


Hug: 


taken with 


crack 


were 


tails. them 


will be te alifornia 


Circus for the 


hrine the first time in years it has show 
d out of the ‘‘Forumn Herman Quir 
and the ms Club is sponsoring a 
water Ww Sam Snyders Water 

lie to start the last week 
duration, and then | will 

Michi and 


in July for 
leave 
want to see all of you 


the hibhlight of my whole 
folks 


there That i 
year when | can my 


Sincerely 


Bette Leonard 


THE HISTORY OF THE 
KELLY-MORRIS - BENSON BROS. 
CIRCUS 


John Harrop—tin John L. Davenport Tent 
Report, April, 1957 


ince then. 
f 9 people 


everal dogs and a monkey 


1948 tk 
5 ponie 


Three truck ind several trailers carried 


the show. During the early years it wa 


ide wall she ind in the winter toure 


mid-west towns a: 


mall 
They their 
Havana number 
Kelly a in the 


yerience 


Jame 
behir 
snd ponie 

ar rail circu 


Bill M 


act on variou 


on-in-law 


Teeter E 


in the early de the 


Kelly 
1949 


families put on the 


they ght their 


Jewell and 


uperintendent 


nd ck big top to a pusk 
ader truck 


liberty 


| canvas | 
bull and 
1952 was a big year for the show 
bought three elephants from Cole 
1 herd of 5 bulls. They 

zebra: 


built a sf 


ther had two 


hippo, 2 camel 

uffalo, Har 
Paul K 

in the st j 

1 camel, zet other 

ck, Capt. Engerer came on wit 


They played the 
England for the first 


lion t 
and New time 
1954 

This show has not alway 

1 strong performance but during 

1955, they per their | 
Repensky did jle riding act 
backed by ¢ y strong st 
t the end of the 
the title f the 


been noted 
the 
est 


they 
4 


again 
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PASSING OF CIRCUSES 
FROM THE AMERICAN 
SCENE 


1 may 


Ringling E 


1956 at 


After the closing f 
Barnum & Bailey Circus in July 
Pittsburgh, the only other 


United State n 


circus left 
in the ving by railroad 
was the Je Beatty Circu 
own fifteen railroad cars. Due to the 
high cost f rail 
day that 
d on their 


will be the first 


using their 


very transportati 


circus will be tran 
truck Thi 


1870 


own thirty 
year since the 
moving by railroad 


that will be 


From 


1930 


no circu 
1900 on through the early 
railroad shows were numerou 
Five prominent st John Robinson 


el Is-Flot: Hagenbeck-Wal park 
Circu 
Tf perated by the 
Corporation 


Bowers and 


wned 


Amercian Circu 
(Mugivan 
outright 


ind Al G. Barnes § w all 


Peru, Ind 


Ballard), were sold 


ind became the property of John Ring 


ling, last f the Ringling Brother in 
1929 


One, 


September 
One by taken 

the r 

winter 

\ t c 

from the scene. The so-c 


been 


named, al 
atled 
end 


however, brought the 


tariffs for show trains at 


time. At least time ince 
riffs f 


fr 1 35 per 


that 


1920 ¢ 


even 
trains have been 
cent, South 
higher while 
compared with 

On Eastern railroads 
circus such le Bre it 
in August 195 a 70 mile 
1945 1950 the 

is $995 « ] to 200 
1945 ¢ 1,063. In 1950 it 


812. A federal transportation tax 


miles in 
was 
had 


One can sé 
f 


paid by all circuses beside 


umount required 

r transportatior y A dozen or 

more motorized circuses are still touring 

the majority of these very 
utfit 

The r 

this busine of 


those who liked to go to the 


nilroads of today do not want 


moving how trains it 
appears. So 
morning of cir 


railroads yards on the 


cu’ see the big red wagons un 
om the flat cars and other ex 
scenes of hustle 


citing and activity, will 


be disappointed now as no more railroad 
will be pulling into town. Another 
vanished glory. Not like the day 

Brothers 


Indiana, was a 


show 
when 
Show from 
red-letter 


Famous 
mington 
in towns and cities across the 


each year 


un 
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CIRCUS WAGON HISTORY FILE 


The photo shown above 
air calliope on the Miller 
Ranch Wild West St 
have been unable to get ar 
for this photo, but it would 
in the period of 192 f 
plained later in this article. If 
er can give the exact date thi 
taken, please 
to the editor 

This wagon was built for a steam cal 
liope in 1906 for the Cole Bros. Circu 
that was owned and operated by Martin 
Downs, | am unable just what 
firm built the wagon Jue and 
it is only a gue ! I ay it wa 
built by the Bode Wagon of Cin 
cinnati. Some of the carv and the 
archway columns have rt of a 
look about them. It is hoped tk 
one can give us the c 
name. 

The wagon was used as the steam 
calliope on Cole Bros. f 1906, ‘07 
‘08, and ‘09 seasons. In the 


send in such ir 


rrect 


r the 


winter of 


By Joseph T. Bradbury 


Photo from < 


Wild West Show, Abou 


the circus wa Id pieceme 


excellent photo st 


thers tr 


een wing 
this wagon 
postc 


le Br € 


The calliope wa 


juipment 


Jones and was used on 
Buffalo Ranch Wild We 
1910 season. This wa: 
that 
6 flat 


traveled on one advance 
and 4 sleeper 

winter of 1910-11 the 
Andrew Downie and 
they put it on 
circus that was to tour under 
Downie and Wheeler Worl 
Shows Combined for the 19] 
and 1913 In the winter 


14 the tw 


In the 
was sold to 
Wheeler and their new 


title of 


easons 
partners split uf 
the circus property 
ha separate show o 
The calliope nt te 
he put it his 5 
led LaTena’s Big 3 Ring Wild 
Circus oured the 191 19 


And 


15 ca 


1930. 


and 1917 seasons. For the 1918 season 
Downie secured the use of the Walter L 
Main and his used that title 
r the six season 19, *20; 2, 
and ‘24 

In the fall of 


entire 


how 


1918, 


1924 Downie sold his 
Joe, George, 
of Marland, Oklahoma 
famous Miller Bros. that 
Ranch in Oklahoma and 
had previ ad some years experience 
in out w business. They had 
formed wild west show to play the 
Jamestown Exposition in 1907, and the 
venture had proved so successful that 
they had taken into their partnership, 
Edward Arlington, to help them put the 
ls in 1908. The Millers and 

perated the 10] Ranch Wild 
Vest Show from 1908 through the 1916 
seasons and after that the Millers retired 
their ranch and Arlington 
the 1917 season with the wild west 

w property now called the Jess Wil 
ard-Buffalo Bill Wild West Show. In the 


circus property to 
Miller 
e the 

»wned the 


show on ra 
Arlington 


continued 
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had 
and 


1916-24 the Millers 
fortune in cattle, oil 
and had become most anxious 


They had 


period from 
acquired a 
real estate, 
to get back inte 
planned to make their reappearance in 
1924 but then postponed it until 1925. 
The Walter L. Main property 
the nucleus of the Miller Br 101 
Real Wild West Show that was put on 
the road for the 1925 season 

This steam calliope remain 

how for the 1925-26, and ‘27 
and then sometime during the period of 
1928 to 1931 inverted to an air 
calliop The Id steam instru 
ment was removed and it was replace 
sir calliope. No other change t 
in the physical appeara f the 

ther 
smoke stack 
done before this photo wa | have 


1927 that definitely 


how busine 


became 


Ranch 


it was c 
calli 


by an 
place 
wagon 


than the removal of the 
ee has been 


which you can 
taken 
a photo taken ir 
m callior 

1928 but it 


am un to make 


hows the wagon still as a ste 


and also have one taken in 
is not too clear and | 
out if it is ste 
taken in 1930 that 
the wagon as an air 
the change took place 
1929. If someone 
rect date of the ¢ 
air please advise 

The 1931 season was the 
101 Ranch Wild West 


tranded in Washington 


team t 


ast for the 
and after 
D. ¢ 

ummer of 
loaded 
Mar 


along with 


being 


wee Juring 
train was finally 

and sent to the Miller ranch near 
land, Oklahoma. The 
the rest of the show 
there for 


Some year 


or several 


that year, the 


remained 
everal 
later at ar 


year 

ther date which 
| cannot positively state, but around the 
year 1938 calli along with some 
flat car 1 other Id to 
Bill Hames « bearing 


his name 


were 


wner arnival 


} 
and were shipped to his winter 
in Fort Worth, Texas. | have 


tory that the 


quarter 
heard the uncomfirmed 
wagons came along in a package deal 
with the flats, that Hames wanted only 
to get the flats but wa rced to take 
Iso several of the 


At last 


wagon 
which was a couple 
of years ago, Bill Hame till kept thi 
wagon along with the Great Britain Band 
wagon, and the old Columbus-J 
Bandwagon in a building in Ft. Wortt 
A fourth ex-101 
outdoors and not in t 
but the ones inside te all in ¢ 


good 


report 


Smith 


wagon was being kept 


1 condition, 


retty 


We wish to thank the foll 
appreciation of tt 
rdwagon. Joe Brad Charley 
bert C. Dunham, Bette Le 
Gusler, John Harrop 
Marrs, John Heidi, C. C. Day 
Jimenez, Karl Cartwright, Bill Ka 
Walter Necker, James Cotter, Fre 
Nette Thompson, and Orl 


wing people 


f ‘new look 


for their 
of the E 
Duble, 


Howard 


nard 
Vivienne 
Julian 
iska, 
1 and 


Rahn. 
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Circuses that Visited Canada in the 
Past 121 Years 


(Taken from newspaper files by Herb Fursier) 


newspaper files of 
years | believe this to be 
almost mplete list of Circuses whict 
toured Canada in that time 


king over 
the st 12] 


have 


WAGON SHOWS 
1836—Burgess and Dexters Zoological 


Institute of Boston. This show was lost 
it sea when the Steamer Royal Tar w 


t t Bay, October 24th, 


urned in Penobsc 
1836. 
1841 Litu: 


June and Angevine and 


ind Stones, New 
York Circu 
1845 46—F 
York Circu' 

1867—Joseph Cushings United State: 
Circu 


1869 and 


1873 


ckwell and Stones, New 


and Murray 
Circus. 


1872—Stone 


Great North American 


RAILROAD SHOWS 
Mr. Geo. F s Circus. 


Spalding & Circus 


Bailey 
Rodgers 
Van Amburg 

John H. Murray's 
Dan 


Circus. 
Stone 

New Y 
Circus. 


Circus. 


Lent rk Circu 
Ginley 
Barnums 
H. Murray 
Ducello’s Wagon 


B. Howe's Great 


Show 


London 


H. Murray 
Barnum 

W. Cole 

Circu 

New Circu 
electric lights 
1881—W. W 
Frank R 


New York & 


Orlean: (first circus to 


Cole 


1884 bbins, New Railroad 

Show 
1885—Barnum, 

The Greatest 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1890. 
1892 


Bailey & 


Earth 


repaugh 


Hutchinson 
Show n 
Adam F 
Robbins 


Great 


Frank 
Howe’s 


Frank 


London. 
Robbins. 

Leon W. Washburn. 
1893—Pawnee Bills Wild West 
1894—Cook and Whitbys 
1895—Sells Bros 

1896 & 1898—Walter L. Main 
1897—Leon W. Washburn 
1900—Lemen Bros. Circu: 
1901—Pan American Shows. 
1905—Lemen Bros, Circus. 
1905 Downs. 


Circu 


Sells and 


1906 Circu: 
1907. 
1908 
1910 
1912 
1912 

Show 
1913 
1914 

and John 
1918 
1919. 
1920 

cus 
1921 
1923 


Barnum and Bailey’s 
Hargreaves Circus 
Cole Bros. Circus 
Howe Great London 
Mighty Haag Circus 


Joseph G. Ferari Wild Animal 


Howe’s Great London Circu 
‘Mighty Haag-Wheeler Bro: 
Robinson’s Circus 

John Robinson’s Circu: 
Circus. 


Hagenbeck 


Sparks 


Wallace Cir 


and 


Sells Floto Circu 
John Robinson 

1925—Al. G 
1930—AlI G. 
193 1—Spark 
1932—Sells Floto, 

1934—AlI G. Barnes 

1936—Cole Bros. “Adkins & Terrell 

1938—Cole Bros. ‘Adkins & Terrell 

19?2?—Christy Bros, 

19??——-Gentry Bros. 

19??——Barnett Bros. 

Bros. 

Gollmar Bros 

Clyde Beatty Circus. 

Cole Bros. Circu 

Sparks Circus ‘Ringling Bros.’ 
Bailey Bros. Big Bob Stevens’’ 
Dailey Bros 
Robbins Bro: 


Barnes 
Barnes. 


Circus. 


19??—Ringling 
19??. 
1945 
1947. 
1947. 
1948 
1949 
1949 

vens 
1950—Dailey Bros 
1950—R. B. B. & B 
1950—Dales Bros. 
1951—Biller Bros. Circu: 
1953—R. B. B. & B 
1953 Bros. & Cristiani 

Combined 
1955 
1955 
1956 


“Big Bob Ste 


King Bros, 
Ringling Bros. B. & B 

King Bros. Circus 

Cristiani Bros, Circus 


In the last issue of the Band Wagon 
we ran a story about Don Cavilla, former 
is a resident of the 


Men in Millen, 


circus clown, who 
Bethany Home for 
Georgia. We contacted the man 
ager of the “Mr 
Cavilla is a guest in our home. He is do 
ing very well for his age; he can read 
without glasses but can hardly walk any 
Why don’t some of 


have 


home, who writes 


more,’’ Remarkable. 


you drop him a line. 
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Pittsburg, Texa 


Sells- Floto Circus — Official Route 25 Shreveport, La 


Season of 1920 cor Pe peccennt: Tee 


Eunice, La 
Contributed by Charles E. Duble, Associate Editor C Baton Rouge, L 
New Orleans, L« 
New Orlear La. (Sunday 
Gulfport, Mi 
Mobile, Ala 
Hattiesburg, Mi 
khaven, Mi 
io City, Mi 
ciusko, Mi 
Mi 
Mi 
Springs, Mi 
Jackson, Tenn 
Paducc Ky 
Murphysboro, III 
uis, Il inday 


] 


End Of Season 


Winter quarters, Denver, Colc 

Tammen a Bonfils, Owner 
Henry B. Gentry, Manager with show 
Wilmingtor | J J Charles E. Duble was with circus 1918 


CIRCUS DAYS 


guthrie 


Enid 
white tor 


marquee 


breathle 

Heller's Band playing popular 
June the calliope 
une 2 B Ao Aug. | ansas City ) | 2 Irt on circu 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 

the Hippodrome track 
ctacular go¢ 

June n A Aug. 2 Ind plend 
June 
June 


f ambling with feet 
une 


yracefull and petite 


fleet 
hands and feet 
bird on the wing 
uring 
fling 
urely death 
ry going blythely on 
Jumbu: their public a thrilling song 


pringfield, Ohi 
who with circus 


the life of the 


them 
and bluebirds sing 


trouper 
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CIRCUS ADS AT THEIR PEAK 


By Eric C. Wilson 


to microfilm 


for hi 


Those 
and the 
peak of 


master f the fantastic 
phrase were at t 
the really old cir 


1873 and 


flamboyant 
cus day betwen 
1891 

Their startling combination 
adver 


Id-time newspaper circu: 


aimed at 


in the 
tisement luring the 
jreatest possible 


an era when competition between 


were 
f patrons in 
} 


number 


was colossal 
Elaborate 
artists’ imagination 
The fancy type face 
the ads themselve 
least eight to twel 
entations often were very 
up to 14 inches. W 
cramme: 


woodcut 


varietie 
large, ranging 
in all size f type were 
often between 500 and 700 
ad, despite profuse 


Far better 
generate is 
f The Great Circus and 
Royal British Menagerie 
by 21 inche: These quote peak 
r themselves in mighty tone but may 


measuring 


effectiveness because they can 


ented in the fancy type of the 


e some 
t be pre 
riod 
grandeur! — Immense 
Shows! The Monarch Come Con 
world’s greatest living art 
remost performers of 
enate of the 
All champior 


Overwhelming 


gress of the 
ists. The f 
known country on earth 
great celebritie 

highest salaried people in the 


every 


earth 
and the 
profession 
“Mark thi t our illumir 
No coal oil torche 
immense canva 
is illuminated by the 
ful, the amazing 
TRIC LIGHT! 
“Like the 
uns. The 


every 
168,000 
grand, the wonder 


ELEC 


inch 


yards in all 


and ever-gloriou 


concentrated 
smallest print 
with perfect ease in any f 
cannot imagine 
ethereal 
the realm 
night 


vas. You 
Creating an 
minds one of 


plendor 
heaven It annihilate 
daylight completely in the 

“No 
It belongs to u 
tering attraction 

‘$10,000 
great circus 

‘$10,000 that our performance wa 
never equalled. $10,000 
the best, the biggest and 
in the world. $50,000 in 
finest, largest, m 
Mardi Gra 
Farmers will revel in 


ther circus in the world has it 
exclusively. 10,000 glit 


Immense inducement 


that we have every single 


performer in the world 


that we F 
grandest show 
lid cash that 
we give the 
nificent and original 
parade ever 
it 


street 


seen 


Every ag 
Nothing on 
Grand!! 
A mon 


represen 


Ten monster elephants 
size and sex represented 
earth equals them. Marvelous! 
Mighty!! Immense!! Glorious!! 
ster menagerie, containing a 
tative of every beast mentioned in natural 


time to catch your breath? 

nothing in 

ads didn’t 

adult at 50 cents and each 

9 at 

The writers were juggling the ad 
jectives in 1891. Th 

by Sells Bro Millionaire 


gems like this 


print would get re 
bring in the 


25 cent 

gentlemen hired 
Alliance came 
up with 
and won 
and the 


The moral giant of mirth 
Attracting the wise 
# diverse monster ex 
and daintiest 


Jer’s realm 
good. From unity 
hibitions to richest, rarest 
detail This show comprises in 
undivided, most tremendous, exclusively 
magnitude purity 


alway 
presented grandeur 
and perfection, absolutely the biggest 
wild Moorish caravan, hippodrome 
spectacular pilgrimage 


men 
ageries, circuses 
to Mecca, aviary, tropical aquarium, per 
forming herds, Arabian Nights entertain 
ment, Imperial Japanese troupe, and in 
numerable features, feats and pageant 

“The most tents, the most trains, the 

ges, the most cars, the most chariot 
the most prodigils, the most wild beasts 
the most artists, the most acts, the most 
arenas, the most lady riders, the most 
liberality the most knowledge, the 
most satisfaction 
great Span 
Bewildering Incarnati 


Long 


Cyrene: The one and only 
ish dancer. The 
f Emotional Art Appearing in 
Skirts Only 

As the 1957 teen-ager would remark 
that’s the most The roster of 
circus produc 
than any 


ntinued. The 
better reading 
actual new 


‘mosts 
tion made far 
f the paper 

Now just one re. Turn back t¢ 
1873, 84 years a when John Robin 
son’s word-wielders heralded the coming 
of the Great World’s Exposition to De 


catur, Ill., July 2 


Modestly the 


yrand 


Embody 


exhibition, 


admen wrote 


ing in one travelling 


more genuine usefulness, general infor 


mation, great curiosities, more object 


teaching, rational amusement and inimit 


able show demonstrations than were ever 


ated together by the will of man 


acked by capital 


congre 
millions of 
fleet of steamers for 
tation 2,000 
have 100 male performers, 20 
eautiful lady celebritie 42 
wild 15 sun bright tents, 
great golden chariots, 3 lid 


>roce 


2 a special 
employ men and 
horse 
t cages of 


40 mu 


mile 


icians, 5 
F 


at all 
figures 


Nor the publicity 
bashful about quoting financial 
their accuracy 


men 


no guarantee as t 
John’s boys wrote 
List of specialties exhibited, $1,000 
000 challenge to substant the same 
South $12,000, 
hippo from the $30,000. 
di horned three-ton $13,000, 


African giraffe 
Nile 


rhino 


Blue 
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ton performing elephant, $20,000. 
Royal taurus, with three horns and eyes. 
$9,000 . . animals well worth 
patient study of the naturalist and 
f Our Divine Ruler’s handiwork 

Writers 
They could cast a joyful spell of antici 
pation with their enthusiastic produc 
tions. Monarchs of their craft, shrewdly 
killed at exaggeration, they were one of 
gigantic 


ne week's 


were wordy in those days. 


the reasons for the success of 
the old-time circus 

We will never see their equal again in 
these modern days of the concise phrase, 
just as the circuses of which they wrote 
telescoped into skeletons of 


forerunners 


have been 
their famous 


“YE OLDE CIRCUS RING” 
By Sid Boker, Sidney, Australia 


It would be very interesting to know 


many old circus ring till re 


Australia 


just how 
lots in 
Wirths 


Silvers never dug 


vacant 
told that 


main on 
| am haven't dug a 
ring for twenty 


a ring at all and as far as | can gather 


years 


given the ring 
digging away good 
reasons for thi ne being the shortage 
Man power is another reason 
as there are men in Australia 
today who can dig a good ring properly 
in the short time availabl And la 
but by no means least, is the fact that 
very few “principle” acts in 
these da 


all existing circuses have 


There are a few very 


f time 
very few 


there are 
circus business 
Should y 


routine, | 


uninitiated in 

that a 
carrying 
a columbine dress 


reader be 
circus might explain 
‘principle’ act is a 

1 lady rider who wear 
and performs dancing and 
while the horse runs around 
the ring at a fast gait. It for this 
in particular that a ring was dug to 
footed and 


bumps. 


ingle horse 


kipping and 
ther trick 

was 
enable the horse to be 
lumps 


sure 
not stumble over and 

But with the vanishing of this kind 
of act it has not been necessary to put 
and labour into digging a ring so 
the famous old land mark, if we may 
call it that, has disappeared. | think 
hould a good principle performer appear 
she would insist on a ring being 
shall not see 
riders and it is a 
traditioinal act 


time 


again 
dug but | am afraid we 


many more of these 


jreat pity that such 


hould vanish 


Australian Notes 


AT the 
Bullens 
pictures 


time of writing these notes 
left Sydney, all the circus 
and Worths are on 
their last few days so once again our 
berefit of circus fare until 
jyoodness knows when. | suppose we 
an‘t grumble. During the past three 
months we have had a bigger share of 
circus than most Australian cities ever 
have and it is also pleasing to know 
t the weather during the whole sea 
has ben made to order, in other 
ds perfect. (May, 1957 


have 
have gone 


city will be 





